
1971/03/31 



nemODUCHD AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 



n C.: i.’V Or.‘:r *:f i.^Vrb'r&i on f 

»::!.i rr-.»;:.vt c? f.C ir:*:;r 


:» ': i 


• , .*♦ 
i >•* ■ 


*• • ** i»*, ('•• ** I 

— w • . * I «; l - • *. i 



March 31, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 


SUBJECT: 


Viet-Nam Ad Hoc Working Group Meeting 
March 2 3, 1971 


Ambassador Sullivan noted that the President had signed a proclaimation 
declaring this week National Week of Concern for POWs, Congressman 
Zablocki had held hearings on POWs that morning, at which Sheldon and 
Admiral Epes from Defense and Sullivan from State had been witnesses. 

A big group of congressmen -- over a hundred -- had attended, and 
there had been a lot of interest in the POW issue. Sullivan had not 
noted much attention to the question of fixing a firm U.S. withdrawal 
date so as to get the POWs released, as had been proposed by 
Congressman Bingham, However, Bingham's proposal would be voted 
upon at the Democratic caucus, Sullivan mentioned that Cora Weiss . 
would be appearing before the Zablocki Sub -Committee, and would be 
probably getting a lot of attention. 

Further on POWs, Sullivan said that Saigon had come in with the proposed 
text of a new statement on POWs for the Paris meeting of the 25th, in 
which the GVN would offer to release all sick and wounded POWs. This 
text was not quite as forthcoming as had been hoped, but was acceptable, 
especially if the GYN would quantify the number of POWs to be released. 
As many as 2, 0.00 could be involved. State would get out a message to 
Saigon and Paris expressing these views. According to Habib in Paris, 
Ambassador Lam had not received word from Saigon on the GVN 
proposal. Sullivan mentioned that the GVN had not agreed to release 
able-bodied NVA prisoners who had been detained for a long period, but 
had linked this to action by the other side. This, too, was acceptable. 

Sullivan referred to Foreign Minister Lam's suggestion that the U.S. 
and the GVN should both recall their Ambassadors in Paris for a week 
or ten days in response to the other side's actions, Lam in Paris had 
not been informed of this yet by Saigon. Ambassador Bruce, though, 
had raised this with Ambassador Lam and agreed with him that we 
should continue co attend the talks because a recall would either suggest 
the issuance of new instructions or that we were panicking because 
operation Lamson 719 was not going very well. Secretary Rogers had 
also agreed that this was the correct position. Sullivan mentioned that 
the Secretary had felt the President had done very well on his TV show 
with Howard K. Smith in discussing the Lamson operation. 
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General Smith stated that in his opinion the backgrounder which MACV ^ 
had given onLamson was very useful. Sullivan said that he agreed and 
that this backgrounder had been sent to a number of key pos s a roa 
put the operation into perspective. 

Sullivan referred to the latest HES statistics on pad 

that for the first time in ten months the over -all totals for 

had gone down. The most striking figure was in MR I. where there had 

been significant decline in A and B hamlets for the month of February 

The group agreed that this decline probably related to the withdraws 

ARVN troops from parts of MR I for participation in Lamson. 

Sullivan mentioned that he had exchanged messages with Colby regarding 
a c ase"Tn Hue in which the GVN had arrested six Buddhist monks. Colby 

had expressed the opinion that the CVN's handling of this 

correct, and that the U.S. should not try to influence the GVN s actions. 

Mr. Arthur said that in preparation for the Kennedy Committee hearing, 
on refugees which were to open on March 29, AID was preparing _ 
witness 2 statement and would have a briefing book prepared containing 
the various policy statements made on refugees by appropriate U . 
officials. MD was unable to finalize its statement, though, because it 
had not yet received a formal letter from Senator Kennedy setting forth 
the information which Kennedy wanted, 

Sullivan brought up the subject of the draft State cable to Saigon on the 
f utur file of CORDS. It appeared that Hooter of AID wanted to limit 
any inquiry into the CORDS status for the time being so as to avoi any 
discussion of its future until after the GVN elections. This was in 
accordance with Ambassador Bunker's position. Sullivan felt, however, 
that no inquiry could be made into manpower requirements without so 
discussion of the future CORDS mission. It appeared that Defense also 
had some problems with the draft message which had to be ironed out. 
The final draft would be pulled together in the Ad Hoc Group. 

Sullivan noted that General Haig's trip to Viet-Nam had fortunately been 
-rrr— blicitv. He added that Under Secretary Irwin would visit 
th P ’ Sullivan, would join Mr. Irwin in about 


Viet-Nam in Ma"> , and that he 
mid - May.- 
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, .1 c* c* r nnf e teti cc had been received 

r 1 ^ xltr CVN'«d"ROK foreign ministers. We were assuming 

K^u-. .... h.v. 

, _ l. __ rafpaoncasl assurances . 

but there were as V mbassador . Sullivan asked for an estimate as 

rrrSa^C withdrawal sched^s 

as it would be very helpful in connect.cn w.th the TCC ^ 

agenda. Mr. Consta nt re P 1 signet off. I asked if the White House 

Secretary Laird, who was about to sign 

could receive a copy. 

. ,4 Cprretarv Laird wanted us to tell the 

_Mr. Constant repor e would hit SAM sites and undertake 

North Vietnamese m Pans that ^ dol cert ain things. Sullivan 

other actions against them Y p other hand for us to 

observed that ^ r f f n e in the Paris talks and give a greater role to 
assume a lower profile Vietnamese deal with the 

the South Vietnamese an to J w ould keep the log 
North Vietnamese rather than ourselve 

rolling because of the POWs, though. 

rv^ompti^d abouTth^lack o, W-ma^i being sen, to the Paris 

_ . & l - ^ rnilitarv developments m Viet nam, 

Delegation about military ae v — — 



1 br r ght 7 fvi^imise 1 zzzrx™. d 

^eTdVdeliber.te mcidents in U«‘ 

them off the road and otherw.se deliberately b 

information had been reported back t> « The members 

recently **“•* V ‘ Ct ^” ^significant source of anti- 

AUericirm . 8 Defense would be prepared to look into the matter. 
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^£thur brought up the recent- 

Assemblymen on charges of ° f S ° Uth Vietnamese Naf 

geared that President Thf UggHng heroine in from Ba w 
assemblymen wn„u v ' Thleu wa s going on th» = • * Ban gkok. it 
were Th; ou ld be prosecuted -- thic j air to say that the 

^ Thleu su P P orters. thls d **Pite the fact that they 

Ar thu r informed 

^*>e cht h J* J»t returned from Saieo 
certain AID fn„d s by coRnn Gurne >''* criticism ITth * ' 

the » se of aid rund / *f* S - w hat apparently bothered r 

tha - — o.her^^:: pe ~ X?.“m 
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